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ACTION AGR-10 

INFO OCT-01 NEA-09 ISO-OO AID-05 L-02 IGA-01 EB-07 OMB-01 

TRSE-00 COME-OO CIAE-00 INR-07 NSAE-00 /043 W 

049199 

R081149Z APR 75 
FM AMEMBASSY DAMASCUS 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 3143 
INFO AMEMBASSY BEIRUT 

UNCLAS DAMASCUS 1287 


DEPT PASS AGRICULTURE 

BEIRUT FOR AGATT 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: EAID, SY 

SUBJ: TITLE I PL 480 WHEAT AND RICE TENDERS 

REF: STATE 71640 

1. AGATT PITCHER CALLED ON GOCM'S IBRAHIM APRIL 7 TO ADVISE 
THAT TENDER UNACCEPTABLE TO USDA BECAUSE NOT CLEARED IN 
ADVANCE AND BECAUSE OF SEVERAL PROVISIONS, PARTICULARLY ONE 
CALLING FOR BIDS TO BE VALID FOR 10 DAYS. IBRAHIM STATED 
THAT 10 DAYS NEEDED AS THEY HAD PLANNED TO PROVIDE USDA 
WITH COMPLETE LISTING OF BIDDERS FOR USDA APPROVAL PRIOR TO 
ANNOUNCEMENT OF SUCCESSFUL BIDDER. AGATT POINTED OUT THAT 
USDA APPROVAL COMES AFTER GOCM SELECTS SUCCESSFUL BIDDER, 

WITH SUPPLIER THE ONE RESPONSIBLE FOR OBTAINING USDA APPROVAL. 
WITH THIS MISUNDERSTANDING CLEARED UP IBRAHIM STATED THEY 
COULD SELECT BEST BIDS AND ANNOUNCE WINNER WITHIN THREE OR 
FOUR DAYS. AGATT WAS THEN ASKED IF USDA COULD NOT INFORM 
US EXPORT TRADE THAT SYRIANS WOULD ANNOUNCE WINNER IN THREE 
DAYS. AGATT REPLIED THAT IT WAS UP TO GOCM TO MODIFY TENDER 
CONDITIONS AND TRIED TO CONVINCE IBRAHIM TO 

POSTPONE TENDER UNTIL ALL USDA OBJECTIONS TO TENDER WERE KNOWN 
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INDICATED THAT IT BEST TO GO ON WITH TENDER, AND IF ONLY 
ABOUT FIVE BIDS RECEIVED, THEY MAY HAVE TO HOLD ANOTHER 
TENDER. IN LIGHT GOCM BID DEADLINE APRIL 10 AND IN ABSENCE 
OF GUIDANCE RE USDA OBJECTIONS AT TIME OF MEETING. AGATT 
REFERRED ONLY TO 10-DAY BID VALIDITY PROCEDURE WHICH HAS 
ALSO BEEN OBJECTED TO BY LOCAL TRADERS REPRESENTING US 
GRAIN EXPORTERS. 

2. FOREGOING DRAFTED BEFORE RECEIPT STATE 78515. 
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